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Sir Michael Scholar
UK Statistics Authority
Statistics House
Tredegar Park
Mewport

South Wales

NP10 8XG

1 October 2010

Dear Sir Michael,
Re: Statistics from Department for Work and Pensions

1 am writing to request your opinion on whether there has been a breach of guidance
on official statistics by the Department for Work and Pensions in recent press
releases.

My query is on behalf of Full Fact, an independent, non-profit organisation
campaigning for greater transparency and accountability in the public debate.

On Monday 27 September several media outlets, including the Sun and the Daily
Mail, reported figures from the Department suggesting that one in five claimants of
three.types of benefit (Jobseekers Allowance, Incapacity Benefit and Income Support)
had received support for over five years.

However there was no mention of these figures on the Departmental website, nor was
the press release published.

Though we have since obtained a copy of the press release which circulated the
figures, the DWP media team explained that the data, while based on the Work and
Pensions Longitudinal Study, was produced by [resh analysis of the database, and
thus the statistics specific to the story were not publicly available when released to the
press.

This is not the only time that such an approach has been taken to releasing statistics.
On 13 September, a prese releaze was circulated highlighting figurss suggesting that
1.4 million people of working age had never worked.

Again, neither the press release nor the figures were reproduced on the DWP website,
and when my organisation requested the figures, we were simply sent the original
press release because the figures were not publicly available.

The press release actually included a link to the bulletin of official worklessness
statistics, but the bulletin did not include the type of figures quoted in the release.

Given that the 2009 guidance issued to Government departments by Sir Gus
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