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Publishing official statistics and National Statistics 

Here are some answers to questions we have received about publishing official statistics in line 

with the Code of Practice for Statistics.  

If you have any questions you would like answered, please email regulation@statistics.gov.uk. 

Contact: Penny Babb, Head of Policy and Standards, Office for Statistics Regulation. 

 

Topics covered: 

• Pre-announcing the release of statistics 

• Labelling the status of the statistics  

• Sharing official and other statistics prior to release 

• Publishing ad hoc statistics releases 

• Revisions and corrections 

 

Pre-announcing the release of statistics 

Do we have to list our statistical outputs on the release calendar on GOV.UK or can we use our 

own calendar? 

The key issue is about being transparent about the forthcoming release of your statistics. Ideally 

consider using GOV.UK or other central release calendar (in addition to your own website), as the 

overriding consideration is to ensure that the range of your users and potential users is aware of 

forthcoming publications. [Practice T3.1] 

 

What if I need to delay, postpone or stop publishing my statistics?  

Central to maintaining public confidence in official statistics is keeping users informed in a timely 

way about changes to publication dates, giving reasons for the delay or deferment. [Practice 3.1] 

Decisions on whether to cease the publication of official statistics should be made openly, involving 

users in the process. This final decision should be authorised by the Head of Profession for 

Statistics. [Practices T2.1, T3.2, and V1.6] 

The Head of Profession for Statistics may wish to seek the advice of the National Statistician and 

Director General for Regulation when considering the cessation of statistics. The Director General 

should be contacted when you have concerns about meeting the principles of the Code. [Practice 

2.8] 

Think about the impact a change, delay or cessation would have on the public value of official 

statistics, and ensure that known users’ needs are considered. It may be that the decision is based 

on the limited value of the existing statistics, for example, if another source better meets user 

needs or if the needs change. [Practice V1.6] 

https://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/code-of-practice/
mailto:regulation@statistics.gov.uk
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Labelling the status of the statistics  

How should we make clear the status of the statistics, particularly as we move to publish in a 

digital form rather than in PDF bulletins?  

To build public confidence in statistics, users need to understand the provenance of the 

information. The Statistics and Registration Service Act 2007 requires official statistics 

producers to show the designation as National Statistics when the statistics have been so 

assessed by the UK Statistics Authority. The designation is shown by using the National 

Statistics logo.  

Consider the design of your website or release to clearly show when the statistics are 

designated as National Statistics.  

For example, ISD Scotland of NHS National Services Scotland has developed a new web 

publication for its acute hospital activity statistics. 

  

 

http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Hospital-Care/Publications/2018-06-26/Acute-Hospital-Publication/
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Department for Work and Pensions publishes official statistics on the income-related 

benefits and makes clear that they are official statistics. 

 

Statistical releases can include both official statistics and National Statistics. For example, 

compendia releases may present relevant official statistics, experimental statistics, and 

statistics for other countries. It is important to help users appreciate the status of each set of 

statistics. In this example, DWP makes clear the different statuses of its benefit statistics.  

 

Where non-official statistics or data are published, it is helpful for users if the status of the 

data, relevant links, and brief explanations are given. For example, Ofsted publishes 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/645577/income-related-benefits-estimates-of-take-up-2015-16.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/645577/income-related-benefits-estimates-of-take-up-2015-16.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/dwp-benefits-statistical-summaries-2018
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management information releases on its inspections of children’s homes and provides a 

clear notice about the status of the data sets. 

 

Ofsted also provides an overall schedule for the release of its management information and 

official statistics: 

 

https://gss.civilservice.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/National-Statisticians-Guidance-Management-Information-and-Official-Statistics-Version-1.1-5.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/741038/Management_information-children_s_homes-30_June_2018.xls
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/534165/Schedule_for_the_release_of_childrens_homes_management_information_and_official_statistics.doc
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Sharing official statistics and other statistics prior to release 

Is it OK for us to share data or statistics with a key stakeholder, for example, for quality 

assurance of the estimates or to input into a project, and to release to the public later? 

When preparing some official statistics for publication, the statistics can be shared for 

quality assurance purposes, such as sense checking the method or the data. The legislation 

requires that accurate records are maintained of those who receive the statistics. [Practice 

T3.3] 

The Pre-release Access Orders for each administration allow for information to be shared 

ahead of publication when it is needed to produce other official statistics that will be 

published at the same time or shortly afterwards. 

Ensure that anyone with access prior to publication is clear about their role and the need to 

prevent any disclosure – any indication of the statistics or messages they convey. This will 

typically restrict access to named individuals within teams and may affect the way they work 

with their colleagues during that access period. [Practice T3.4] 

Unpublished data, such as management information from administrative sources or 

provisional/uncleaned survey data, can be shared on a restricted basis for operational 

purposes on a strictly need-to-know basis. Clear guidance should be provided with the data 

to ensure everyone receiving the information understands how they should handle it. 

Publishing this kind of information also should be conducted in an orderly way, ensuring 

equality of access on release; otherwise, confidence in the official statistics will be harmed.  

Statistics producers may undertake other analytical activities, producing statistics that are 

not official statistics but that may be published, such as statistical research projects. When 

considering sharing this kind of information prior to publication, it is important to think 

through the nature of the involvement of the stakeholders, such as other departments. 

Anticipate the role of the stakeholders, being clear about what information you need to share 

and why. Plan from the outset the points at which information will be shared and how it will 

be protected. Be transparent in your plans about the role of the stakeholders and the nature 

of any data sharing. [Practices T6.3 and T6.4] 

Be open about the point at which the statistics will be released publicly and in what form. 

[Practices T3.1 and T3.5] 

 

Publishing ad hoc statistics releases 

How should we handle ad hoc statistics? 

It is important to provide fair and equal access to both regular and ad hoc official statistics. 

[Practices V2.1, T2.1 and T3.1]  
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The National Statistician’s guidance on management information and official statistics sets 

out the standards for ad hoc statistics releases (see the Annex): 

All ad hoc statistical releases should:  

i. be clearly labelled as official statistics;  

ii. be accompanied by an explanation as to why the release is being published;  

iii. ideally be pre-announced, even if this is literally only a day or two ahead of 

publication (in exceptional circumstances even a few hours’ pre-announcement can 

help prepare users);  

iv. include commentary that draws out the main messages in the statistics in a way that 

the non-expert user can reasonably be expected to understand. This should include 

reference to the policy or operational context relevant to the statistics, and new 

information or insights provided by the statistics; and  

v. include, or link to, information about methods and quality. 

 

Where your department decides to release ad hoc statistics or other data such as 

management information as non-official statistics, we strongly recommend that you 

voluntarily apply the Code. For example, MHCLG has voluntarily adopted the Code in 

publishing its monthly data for the building safety programme. It provides a statement of 

compliance in each bulletin describing its approach to achieving Trustworthiness, Quality 

and Value.  

 

Revisions and corrections 

How should we handle revisions and corrections under Code 2.0?  

Confidence in the independence and integrity of statistics producers is encouraged by being 

open about decision making, so be transparent about your approach to scheduled revisions 

and unscheduled corrections. Publish your policy. Release revisions and corrections as soon 

as is practicable, prominently announcing their release. [Practice T3.9] 

When considering a correction, you will need to apply appropriate professional judgement to 

determine whether the impact is sufficient to merit publishing the amendment. This decision 

needs to be consistent with your organisation’s revisions and corrections policy. It will guide 

you in deciding the seriousness of the errors in relation to the public interest of the statistics. 

If necessary, seek the advice and guidance of your Head of Profession. [Practices T2.3 and 

T5.6] 

For corrections, you need to issue the statement and amendment as quickly as you 

reasonably can with a clear notice about the changes. Alert users and potential users to the 

corrections. Try to anticipate the impact the changes will make on users’ decisions and try to 

advise how to mitigate that impact. 

Where the revisions are scheduled, treat them as other official statistics and pre-announce 

their publication date in the release calendar. [Practice T3.1] 

Be sure to explain clearly the scale, nature, cause and impact of the changes in the 

statistics. [Practice Q3.4] 

 

https://gss.civilservice.gov.uk/policy-store/ns-guidance-management-information-official-statistics/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/741971/Building_Safety_Data_Release_September_2018.pdf
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