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Guidance: Putting the Code Principles 
into practice  
Everyone can apply or draw on the Code of Practice for Statistics. It can help anyone 

using data and producing statistics to work in a way that allows others to have 

confidence in their commitment to delivering the best possible outputs. 

The Code is based on three core principles, Trustworthiness, Quality and Value 

(TQV), with ten underpinning principles.  

Adhering to these Code Principles helps show you are trustworthy and that your 

data and statistics are of appropriate quality and valuable: 

 

Trustworthiness is when users can have confidence in the people and 

organisations that produce statistics and data  

Principle 1: Show integrity 

Principle 2: Lead responsibly 

Principle 3: Be transparent 

Principles 4: Manage data responsibly 

Quality is when users can have confidence that the data and methods produce 

assured statistics 

Principle 5: Prioritise quality  

Principle 6: Be rigorous  

Principle 7: Be open about quality  

Value is when users can have confidence that published statistics support society’s 

needs for information  

Principle 8: Be relevant 

Principle 9: Be clear 

Principle 10: Be accessible  

 

Check out the Code Principles to see relevant dos and don’ts, aligned to each 

principle, when working data and statistics.  

Why not join the TQV Voluntary Application Scheme? Our community of practice 

is open to anyone interested in applying the Code Principles. Find out more in our 

introduction to VA. 

https://code.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/introducing-the-code-principles/
https://code.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/voluntary-application/
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Questions to consider when putting the Code Principles into 

practice:  

1. Impartiality and transparency: How can you demonstrate objectivity and 

impartiality? (principle 1) In what ways can you be transparent about your 

plans and work? (principle 3) For example, do you provide reasonable 

advance notice of release? Have you established a publication timetable? 

(principle 3) 

2. Organisational matters: How can you enhance your organisational 

arrangements to ensure you work in trustworthy ways? (principle 2) In what 

ways do your data handling and security arrangements meet common data 

standards and legal requirements? (principle 4) 

3. Understanding quality: What is the quality of your data/outputs and how 

robust are your methods and processes? (principle 6) Are there ways of 

further enhancing your methods or new, more effective ways of working that 

you can adopt? (principle 5) Are there ways of better measuring or 

understanding uncertainty? (principles 5 and 6) 

4. Communicating quality: What are the limitations in the data you use? 

(principle 7) Do you clearly explain the quality of your outputs and analysis to 

your users and stakeholders? (principle 7) 

5. Effective engagement: How do you ensure the work you do and your 

statistics are valuable? (principle 8) Do you have a good understanding of key 

stakeholders’ needs? (principle 8) Can you improve accessibility and clarity of 

your outputs? (principles 9 and 10)  

 

Related guidance: 

Office for Statistics Regulation:  

• Guidance about Accountability  

• Statistical Practice Capability Framework 

• Guidance on producing official statistics in development 

• Guidance for Models: Trustworthiness, Quality and Value 

• Thinking about quality when producing statistics 

• Quality assurance of management information 

• Collecting and reporting data about sex and gender identity in official statistics 

• Approaches to presenting uncertainty in the statistical system  

• User engagement framework 

• Unlocking the value of data through onward sharing 

 

https://osr.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/guidance/ensuring-public-accountability/
https://osr.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/publication/statistical-practice-capability-framework/
https://osr.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/publication/guidance-on-producing-official-statistics-in-development/
https://osr.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/publication/guidance-for-models-trustworthiness-quality-and-value/
https://osr.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/publication/regulatory-guidance-thinking-about-quality-when-producing-statistics/
https://osr.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/publication/qami-guidance/
https://osr.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/publication/collecting-and-reporting-data-about-sex-and-gender-identity-in-official-statistics-a-guide-for-official-statistics-producers/
https://osr.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/publication/approaches-to-presenting-uncertainty-in-the-statistical-system/
https://osr.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/publication/regulatory-guidance-user-engagement/
https://osr.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/publication/regulatory-guidance-unlocking-the-value-of-data-through-onward-sharing/


SHORT GUIDE SERIES 
 

Analysis Function guidance hub:  

• Guide to GSS statistical techniques and tools 

• Leadership and analysis 

• Data sharing for national crisis response 

• National Statistician’s guidance: management information and official statistics 

• Government Data Quality Framework  

• Quality questions and red flags 

• Writing about data 

• User engagement top tips  

• Communicating quality, uncertainty and change 

• Making analytical publications accessible 

 

RSS’s new Principles to support statisticians making trade-offs:   

• RSS - Principles to support statisticians making trade-offs in pressurised 

situations 

 

Good practice examples from the TQV voluntary application 

community  

Experiences of applying TQV prepared by organisations that voluntarily apply the 

Code: 

• UK Health Security Agency Data Dashboard 

• Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority Dashboard 

• Fable Data 

• COVID-19 dashboard 

• Department for Health and Social Care 

• The Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS) 

• Scottish Fiscal Commission 

• Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government 

• University and Colleges Admissions Service 

• Department for Work and Pensions 

• Financial Conduct Authority  

 

Code of Practice for Statistics 

• Understanding TQV   

• The Code Principles   

• Standards for Official Statistics   

• Standards for the Public Use of Statistics, Data and Wider Analysis  

• Code Guidance – further information and examples for each principle are 

given in the short guides for the Standards for Official Statistics   

https://analysisfunction.civilservice.gov.uk/policy-store/guide-to-gss-statistical-techniques-and-tools/
https://analysisfunction.civilservice.gov.uk/leadership-and-analysis/
https://analysisfunction.civilservice.gov.uk/policy-store/data-sharing-for-national-crisis-response/
https://analysisfunction.civilservice.gov.uk/policy-store/national-statisticians-guidance-management-information-and-official-statistics/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-government-data-quality-framework
https://analysisfunction.civilservice.gov.uk/policy-store/quality-questions-and-red-flags/
https://analysisfunction.civilservice.gov.uk/policy-store/writing-about-data/
https://analysisfunction.civilservice.gov.uk/policy-store/user-engagement-top-tips/
https://analysisfunction.civilservice.gov.uk/policy-store/communicating-quality-uncertainty-and-change/
https://analysisfunction.civilservice.gov.uk/policy-store/making-analytical-publications-accessible/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frss.org.uk%2Fpolicy-campaigns%2Fpolicy-groups%2Fstatistics-under-pressure-steering-group%2Fstatistics-under-pressure-informing-decision-makin%2Fprinciples-to-support-statisticians-making-trade-o%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmarie.mcghee%40statistics.gov.uk%7C5f290f0938c84de732fc08dd048e0c86%7C078807bfce824688bce00d811684dc46%7C0%7C0%7C638671730324988315%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=05ub%2B4sDJm49AEm6mZnngYG1vymTc5orjH1Lo3ozEb4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frss.org.uk%2Fpolicy-campaigns%2Fpolicy-groups%2Fstatistics-under-pressure-steering-group%2Fstatistics-under-pressure-informing-decision-makin%2Fprinciples-to-support-statisticians-making-trade-o%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmarie.mcghee%40statistics.gov.uk%7C5f290f0938c84de732fc08dd048e0c86%7C078807bfce824688bce00d811684dc46%7C0%7C0%7C638671730324988315%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=05ub%2B4sDJm49AEm6mZnngYG1vymTc5orjH1Lo3ozEb4%3D&reserved=0
https://code.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/case-studies/voluntary-application-uk-health-security-agency-data-dashboard/
https://code.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/case-studies/voluntary-application-and-2024-winner-of-the-award-for-statistical-excellence-human-fertilisation-and-embryology-authority-dashboard/
https://code.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/case-studies/voluntary-application-fable-data/
https://code.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/case-studies/voluntary-application-uk-health-security-agency-ukhsa/
https://code.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/case-studies/voluntary-application-department-for-health-and-social-care/
https://code.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/case-studies/voluntary-application-the-department-for-business-energy-and-industrial-strategy-beis/
https://code.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/case-studies/voluntary-application-scottish-fiscal-commission/
https://code.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/case-studies/voluntary-application-ministry-of-housing-communities-and-local-government/
https://code.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/case-studies/voluntary-application-university-and-colleges-admissions-service/
https://code.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/case-studies/department-for-work-and-pensions/
https://code.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/case-studies/voluntary-application-financial-conduct-authority/
https://code.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/understanding-trustworthiness-quality-and-value-in-statistics/
https://code.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/introducing-the-code-principles/
https://code.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/standards-for-official-statistics/
https://code.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/standards-for-the-public-use-of-statistics-data-and-wider-analysis/
https://osr.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/guidance-list/?keyword=&type=code-guidance&date=&number=&archive=

