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Statistics are not always reported 
responsibly …



• abstract:
• We observed consistent associations between higher socio-

economic position and higher risk of glioma

• press release 
• High levels of education linked to heightened brain tumour risk

• but when it got to the Daily Mirror…





Onora-O’Neill..

•Don’t aim to ‘increase trust’

•Aim to demonstrate trustworthiness

•People must be able to assess that trustworthiness

• Information should be accessible, useable, and 
assessable















But you can’t control the media..
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Accessible and useable, OK.  But assessable?

• How to prominently acknowledge sources, caveats and 
uncertainties?

• Would this lose trust and credibility?











Bank of England Fan Chart – Feb 
2017



Conclusions

• Statistical responsibility goes beyond producing 
reports

• Aim for evidence that is 
• accessible
• useable 
• assessable

• This means knowing and trusting the audiences
• Consider multiple formats



When the media gets it wrong…
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How many sexual partners do people 
report?







Recently I said all this at the Hay 
literary festival 

And a journalist in the 
audience didn’t quite get the 
joke……


















